Ebola Waste Management for Non-Healthcare Settings

This flow chart shows how Ebola virus-related wastes generated from the cleaning/decontamination of a home or other non-
healthcare setting should be managed. For more information contact the local public or environmental health department or the

California Department of Public Health.

If a person only has a fever and no other
symptoms then the premises can be cleaned

Person Fully Symptomatic? Not Fully Symptomatic as usual.
(Fever AND diarrhea, S
vomiting, or unexplained “| NO special precautions are needed for waste
bleeding) management.
www.cdc.gov/vhf/ebola/prevention/cleaning-us-
homes.html
Fully Symptomatic
Non-porous surfaces (e.g. counters, sinks,
tile floors) and non-porous items should be
) decontaminated prior to reuse using an EPA
Contaminated non-porous Non-porous ltems approved disinfectant for enveloped
and/or porous items to be ~ viruses.*
e

decontaminated or
discarded?

Porous Items

Off-site Disposal after On-site Some porous items may be suitable for on-
Porous items to be Treatment site decontamination and reuse.

decontaminated or

www.epa.gov/pesticide-registration/list-I-
disinfectants-use-against-ebola-virus

Special precautions are needed for waste
management if decontamination is not
conducted prior to disposal (see circle

below).

discarded?

Off-site Disposal without Treatment

Transport of untreated Ebola virus-
contaminated waste for off-site disposal
requires packaging and handling in
accordance with DOT regulations for Category
A infectious substances.

http://phmsa.dot.gov/hazmat/packaging-of-ebola-
contaminated-waste

Untreated waste is transported to a waste
treatment facility for steam sterilization or
incineration.

Treated waste/incinerator ash may be
acceptable for burial at a solid waste landfill.

~
- On-site treatment options may also be

available to treat Ebola virus-contaminated
waste to reduce transportation hazards and

disposal requirements.

Treated waste may be acceptable for burial
at a solid waste landfill.*

www.cdph.ca.gov/certlic/medicalwaste/Pages/
Contact.aspx

*A 6-log (10°) reduction or “kill” efficacy is required
of the inactivation or treatment process.

“Ebola-associated waste that has been treated
(incinerated, autoclaved, or otherwise inactivated) is not
infectious, does not pose a health risk, and is not
considered to be regulated medical waste or a hazardous

material under federal law.”
www.cdc.gov/vhf/ebola/healthcare-us/cleaning/waste-
management.html
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